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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 


sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. 


WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 


traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service 


to patriotism and to God. 








A NEW _ SUBSCRIBER 
WRITES: “After years of non- 
political service in Washington, 
D. C., I can appreciate what a 
unique and valuable contribu- 
tion Between The Lines is mak- 
ing. Most of the avalanche of 
reading matter today has a polit- 
ical or military slant. You are to 
be complimented on the way 
Between The Lines cuts through 
to the real issues and on the 
skillful condensation. If your 
readers really went to work on 
it, an important force would be 
released.” 

How do we go to “work on 
it”? Truth is a force in itself. By 
talking to friends, neighbors, 
chance acquaintances, whomev- 
er we contact, always combating 
hatred, prejudice, distortions, we 
are releasing truth to do its work. 

As another reader wrote some 
months back, “No one can get 
Between The Lines for a year 
and not have an arsenal for 
peace and constructive progress.” 
All changes that are lasting in 
national life must come from the 
ground level — right where we 
all are. When we are influencing 
life around us, changing the way 
people think, we are changing 
the world the only way it can be 
changed. Life will never be emp- 
ty and futile when we live like 
that! Help us enlarge this fel- 
lowship of truth. Be prompt to 
renew your own subscription, in- 
troduce Between The Lines to 
others. Send in gift subscriptions. 

FRAME OF REFERENCE: 
Have you read The Great Alter- 
native by Charles A. Wells? A 
host of people have had their 
understanding of the world they 
live in greatly clarified and en- 
larged by reading this book by 
the editor of Between The Lines. 

Illustrated by the author and 
handsomely bound in hard cov- 
ers — priced at $2. ppd. Order 
from Between The Lines Press, 
Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 











X-Ray and Forecast 


HE AMERICAN PEOPLE would now be enjoying a rather calm 

period as far as war tensions are concerned were it not for the arti- 
ficial fears that are being generated by the political campaigning. Our 
politicians seem to have no other formula but undertoning almost every 
public utterance with threats and forebodings . . . “Our country is in the 
most terrible danger in its history and only I and my party can save you!” 
Such speeches, broadcasts and headlines are creating a new wave of war 
fears when the facts are really quite reassuring. 


THE KOREAN WAR has been bottled up, its strategy limited to 
pin-point operations, except for the larger U. S. air raids. The Reds could 
retaliate and start a big air war, but this is not expected. As sad as are all 
or any casualties, the professional military men see the casualties in Korea 
as hardly more than to be expected in a full scale war training program. 
The public never realizes how many casualties there are when a million 
or more men are getting combat training on land, sea and in the air. 


PEACEFUL REVOLUTIONS in the Near East, in Iran and 
Egypt (which Russia had hopefully counted on) have come, but the Com- 
munists have not seized power. Anti-British and anti-American feeling 
has been whipped up but the Communists cannot overcome the barrier 
their godless program has created as they face the Moslem world. The 
shrewd Moslems are playing the Communists against the U. S. and 
Britain but the Reds are not going to get in. Meanwhile thousands of 
young American technical experts in agriculture, irrigation, sanitation, 
oil production are entering these countries under Point 4, UN and other 
programs — a new and wonderful kind of warfare against the inroads of 
communism. Both Egypt and Iran are turning to the cooperative system 
in agriculture, organizing the thousands of peasants into co-ops as the land 
from the old estates, is distributed to the peasants without violence — a 
miracle in itself. This is a strong hopeful sign that private ownership will 
be established along healthy lines, to resist collectivism. 


FALSE HEADLINES: There has been a tendency in this country 
to report events in Iran and Egypt in scare headlines and in expressions 
of fear concerning our oil and other interests, whose profitable holdings 
have been rooted in the old rotten foundations of the feudal past. We are 
hearing little about the fact that we can thank religion for the stability 
of the Near East in days of revolution. In this instance, it is Moham- 
medanism which is a vital force in the lives of millions who will not ac- 
cept the dialectic materialism of Marxism. 


HE REORGANIZATION OF THE COMMUNIST HIGH AU- 

THORITY, revealed in the announcements of the Communist Party 
Congress to be held in Moscow this October, the first in many years, 
gives dramatic emphasis to reports of trouble in the Kremlin. Accord- 
ing to the Christian Science Monitor, drastic and desperate party purges 
have occurred recently in 8 of the 16 Soviet Republics. In a recent book 
by a leading expert on Russia, former German ambassador to Moscow, 
Herbert von Dirksen, the Kremlin’s troubles are said to center in three 
principal sources: (1) dangerous tensions that exist between Great Russia 
or Russia proper, and the other Soviet Republics of Ukrainia, Georgia, 
etc.; (2) the trouble between the USSR and the satellites — sweeping 


purges having occurred in Rumania, Hungary, Czechoslovakia since Feb- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Men and Events 


THE DEATH OF KURT SCHU- 
MACHER, head of the Socialist 
Party in Germany, will only cur- 
tail for a brief period the growing 
influence of the powerful Socialist 
groups in Germany. New leadership 
will quickly take his place, the most 
likely figure being Erich Ollen- 
hauer. The Socialists represent the 
most formidable opposition to the 
U. S.-sponsored Bonn Adenauer 
Government which is now being 
used to force the rearmament of 
West Germany and its integration 
into the Western defense program. 
The Socialists insist: that Germany 
reject alliances with either the West 
or with Russia; that Germany unite 
as an independent power, refusing 
to bear arms until German armies 
can be independent of any foreign 
dictation. Schumacher fought many 
bitter battles recently against Dr. 
Adenauer’s program for taking his 
half-a-country into the Western 
camp. The climax of the struggle 
will come next year with the West 
German elections. The press in 
America has played up the death 
of Schumacher as the end of the 
Socialist threat to American plans 
in West Germany, but Socialist 
strength is far greater than can be 
measured in terms of one man’s 
leadership. 

ANEURIN BEVAN, left-wing 
Socialist leader of England, is being 
played down in the American press 
at present. Popular news comments 
imply that Mr. Bevan has isolated 
himself from his own Laborite rank 
and file, thus enabling the Conserv- 
ative elements of the Labor Party 
to form allegiance with the 
Churchill-Tory groups. But such an 
explanation is far too simple and 
filled with wishful thinking. The 
dynamic and eccentric Mr. Bevan 
has, with deliberate design, sought: 
(1) to identify himself with those 
desiring complete independence 


from American military domina- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Men and Events 
(continued) 

tion; (2) to line up with those who 
would foster a spirit of neutrality, 
standing alone and independent of 
both the U. S. and Russia, as have 
the Swiss, Finns, Danes and others; 
and (3) to associate himself boldly 
with the idea of an English version 
of a full-scale 20th century revolu- 
tion. This point is especially signif- 
icant in that it presents a new fresh 
dynamic view that frightens the 
Conservatives on both sides of the 
water, but it may, sooner than we 
think, offer the only hope to the 
underfed, overburdened English 
people. It is, moreover, a revolu- 
tion that ardently guards all civil 
liberties so important to English- 
men. Confront Russia, not with 
guns, but with a better revolution— 
this is the Bevan slogan. If England 
sinks much deeper into economic 
distress, Bevan will be heard from 
again. Only time will tell whether 
his judgement of the future is right 
or wrong. 

PASTOR MARTIN NIEMOEL- 
LER, noted German Protestant 
leader, has again become a storm 
center in the religious and political 
life of Germany. Already unpopu- 
lar with Western Occupational of- 
ficials because of his opposition to 
the rearmament of Germany and 
thus the subject of numerous de- 
rogatory reports in this country, 
Pastor Niemoeller has once more 
drawn fire because of his recent 
visit to Russia and his attitudes to- 
wards the Soviet upon his return to 
Germany. Some in this country 
have judged Niemoeller in terms of 
“Americanism,” apparently expect- 
ing him to maintain a viewpoint 
similar to that of an American Le- 
gion chaplain, forgetting that Pas- 
tor Niemoeller is a patriotic Ger- 
man, having served in his pre-cleri- 
cal days as a German submarine 
commander, as well as having been 
imprisoned for his resistance against 
the Nazis. Thus he views the world 
from the standpoint of his loyalty 
to his own nation. On his return 
from visiting the Russian churches, 
Pastor Niemoeller has spoken vig- 
orously of the strong survival of 
Christianity in Russia and has in- 
sisted that the hope of the German 
people is not in military alliance 
with either Russia or the U. S., but 
that Germany, in a new spirit of in- 
dependence and unity, should cul- 
tivate the friendship of both, de- 
mand the withdrawal of all Occu- 
pational forces and carry on a new 
spirit of neutrality and friendship 
towards all nations. Both religious 
and civil interests in Germany, 
which are closely associated with 
the Western Occupational powers, 
are opposing Niemoeller’s proposals. 
No doubt you will soon see renewed 
efforts to discredit and smear him 


in the American press. 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast — (continued) 


ruary of this year; (3) and most serious of all—the Communist Party 
is called an “old man’s party,” “a back number” by the new masses of 
young Russians. Nearly all top Russian leaders, Stalin, Vishinsky, Molo- 
tov, Viroshilov, are in their late sixties or seventies. Even Georgi Mal- 
enkov, considered the successor of Stalin, is past fifty. Some months ago 
we ran a report, one of the first to reach this country, on this revolt of 
Russian youth against the “old Bolsheviks.” This rebellion of youth, 
one of the most dreaded menaces of political dictatorships, has slipped 
up on the Politburo. The Communist youth organizations, the Komso- 
mols, Young Pioneers, etc., are now considered out-of-date, somewhat 
stuffy and silly by millions of young Russians. There is no way that aging 
dictators can make themselves and their program look young and fresh 
again to a new generation; they can only try — reorganize their regime 
and endeavor to give it new face. But Stalin’s predicament is that he can- 
not trust any of the younger men in the Politburo, or outside. Every- 
thing points to that. In the last year or so the only two really young men 
in the Politburo have disappeared. 


Another factor is that Stalin has been forced to retain through the 
post-war years the tight inner dictatorship of the party which was ob- 
viously necessary during Russia’s great war against the Nazis. Prior to 
that time, the Communist party made a great fanfare of their “democratic 
processes.” But since the war there has been little demonstration of 
“democratic privilege.” Stalin has been afraid to let go. But by changing 
the name of the Politburo to the Presidium, and enlarging its membership 
with great ceremony, a few cautious changes can arise out of the thronged 
sessions of the Communist Party Congress — thus achieving a slightly 
new younger look and reestablishing the atmosphere of “democracy.” 


BUT WHAT DO THE COMMUNISTS MEAN by the use of the 
word democracy? Surprisingly enough, as far as they can understand the 
word, they employ it sincerely. First of all, Russia has never known 
democracy, for the Communist regime was preceded by a thousand years 
of Tzarist dictatorships, some more bloody and tyrannical than Stalin’s, 
some few mild and paternal, but always it was rule by the power of the 
few with little representation or participation on the part of the Russian 
people. Without the background of democracy as we know it, the word 
comes to them with an entirely different meaning, born of their own 
history. One-party “democratic” practice simply means that the Com- 
munist party, instead of the Tzar, is the one absolute ruling force of the 
country. When the party speaks, there must be no contrary voice. But 
before the party speaks, each member has every right to express him- 
self in debate and in criticism on any subject brought before the party 
congress or council during the period of debate before the hour of deci- 
sion comes — in fact, he is obliged to do so. 


Because of the ignorance and prejudice concerning Russia and the 
Soviet system which exists in this country, few Americans realize that 
Stalin does not just give orders, that there have been many violent dis- 
agreements within the Communist Party and its high councils over the 
issues at stake, vigorous, prolonged and intensive disagreements, quarrels, 
and even murders. But it is the law of the party that when at last debate 
is ended, and the party or council takes its vote, then what is found to be 
the will of the party becomes the unbreakable, unalterable law to which 
all must conform. When a decision is thus made the executive general 
secretary of the party (Stalin), as the head of the Politburo, then passes 
orders down to the secret police and other disciplinary groups to see to 
it that the will and decision of the party be carried out without a single 
deviation. To the Russian mind this is “democracy,” and they even boast 
of its superiority over western democracy, claiming that our decisions are 
never final and the arguments and disagreements never end! Students of 
government concede that the Russian method is no doubt the most effi- 
cient in terms of machinery of government but it is not freedom. 


RUSSIAN GENERALS are known to be intensely resentful of 
Communist Party dictates, and no military expert denies that Russia has 
some of the world’s greatest generals — tough-minded, heartless but 
skillful tacticians. Yet, like all military men, they resent political authority. 
Russian generals have become especially embittered over the persistent 
interference and machinations of Communist political agents who operate 
with Kremlin authority within the ranks of the command. No military 
leader of recent generations has been permitted on the Politburo. It is 
confidently believed by authorities on Russia that strong anti-Stalin and 
anti-Politburo cells exist among the generals. 


ALL THESE HISTORICAL PROCESSES, characteristic of any 
revolutionary movement, emphasize foundations for the hope and con- 
fidence that should possess the mind of the West, were it not for the poi- 
soning influence of our own political and military fanaticism. The Com- 


munist system is not healthy, it carries its own death germs. Our system 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Men and Events 
(continued) 

A PROTESTANT CZECH theo- 
logian, Dr. Joseph Hromadka, 
widely known in America where 
he has spent the war years as a 
professor of theology at Princeton 
University, has voiced in the most 
exact words yet heard the challenge 
of communism to the Christian 
church. Speaking at the World 
Conference on Faith and Order at 
Lund, Sweden, Dr. Hromadka said 
that communism is forcing Chris- 
tianity at last to face the real 
meanings of its own teachings. De- 
scribing Christianity as the world’s 
greatest revolutionary impulse, he 
reports that for a Christian under 
communism, “every word and cat- 
egory, every traditional church ac- 
tivity, has to be rethought, reinter- 
preted, revaluated as to its integrity 
and relevance when we preach and 
practice Christian truth under a 
Communist regime. We cannot hi- 
bernate behind the walls of our old 
theological precepts behind the iron 
curtain.” . . . “While I know the 
dangers, I feel more free inwardly,” 
insisted Dr. Hromadka, “and I am 
not tempted to identify communism 
with Christianity.” Frankly recog- 
nizing the dangers a Christian lead- 
er must face under communism, 
Dr. Hromadka said, “I pray God to 
give me wisdom and prudence not 
to make a false step. At the same 
time, I thank God to be allowed to 
do my work under a Communist 
regime . . . Many friends of the 
West try to convince me that it is 
impossible for the church to work 
under communism,” he said. “It is 
a scandal to believe such a thing.” 
Dr. Hromadka describes at length 
the triumphant work of the Chris- 
tian church under suffering and 
persecution. 


TURBULENT IRAN will a- 
chieve progress more quickly than 
is generally estimated because of 
the use of radio in a national non- 
political drive to elevate standards 
of living and literacy. The Iranian 
Government is soon to launch radio 
programs designed to teach every 
Iranian peasant to read and write, 
and also to give him basic educa- 
tion in village sanitation and mod- 
ern agriculture. The program is fi- 
nanced by the new decree which 
forces landlords to return 10 per 
cent of their share of the crop back 
to the peasants through such better- 
ment projects. These broadcasts 
will be given at specific times and 
the material arranged so that each 
day’s effort in the field will follow 
the preceding day’s instruction. 

Each village will have an educat- 
ed leader to superintend the inter- 
pretation of the broadcasts in actual 
work tasks and to give unity to the 
whole program. 








Iron Curtain Notes 


Many authorities agree that the 
Soviet is becoming one of the most 
conservative countries in terms of 
moral codes. In pre-revolutionary 
Russia the Orthodox State Church 
held a monopoly over marriage, no 
marriage being officially recognized 
that was not contracted by the 
State Church. In pre-revolutionary 
Russia women of the peasant class 
were often cruelly exploited. With 
the Revolution, the Bolsheviks de- 
clared “freedom of marriage” and 
inaugurated the notorious era of 
loose marriage laws, cheap divorce, 
free abortions and free love. “Wom- 
en of Russia, you are free!” was 
one of the great slogans of the Rev- 
olution, and women were officially 
lifted to full equality with men. 
From 1919 to 1936 this era con- 
tinued. But by 1939 the trend was 
reversed; abortions were forbidden, 
divorces made almost impossible to 
secure, the accent again put on the 
home, drunkenness severely penal- 
ized and all forms of immorality 
denounced as remnants of the old 
corrupt bourgeoise class society. 
Prostitution and gambling have also 
been forbidden in the Soviet. The 
Communist drive to reestablish the 
sanctity of the home and to reem- 
phasize personal moral integrity 
has not been instituted upon moral 
or spiritual grounds, but upon the 
materialistic reasoning that a hap- 
py peaceful family life produces 
the most efficient workers and the 
most enduring society. 


ONE OF THE LATEST EVI- 
DENCES of this effort to build 
high moral standards in Soviet so- 
ciety is in the current crusade 
against foul language and profanity. 
The Literary Gazette, one of the 
most widely read Soviet publica- 
tions, recently urged in its editorials 
that “in the Soviet land” there 
should be no filthy speech. “Curs- 
ing is a disease of capitalism!” .. . 
“The Soviet does not want word- 
hooliganism in its community life. 
The thoughts and words of our 
people, the builders of the great 
Communist state, must be . . . sym- 
bols of self-respect and respect for 
one another.” 


Is it going to take the pragmatic 
realism of godless communism, 
with all its tyranny, to teach the 
world that no nation can be strong 
when commercialized vice, organ- 
ized gambling, drunkenness and de- 
grading profanity are rampant with- 
in its borders? 


BUT RUSSIA, like all other 
countries, fights an endless battle 
against crookedness and dishonesty 
in government and business. De- 
spite the campaigns for moral rec- 
titude and stable home life among 
its citizens, there have been in re- 
cent weeks an extensive purge of 
industrial and collective farm of- 


ficialdom where dishonesty and il- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


THERE ARE MANY WAYS 





THE PULPIT 1S NOT THE ONIWW PLACE 
CHRISTIAN TRUTH MAY BE 
PROCLAIMED 





















A Christian witness can be effective in many fields outside the 
pulpit. We often present youth with dramatic challenges to devote 
their lives to Christian services as clergymen, missionaries and Christ- 
ian educators, but seldom have we made them feel an equal challenge 
to render a service to God in the usual walks of life. Some of the 
greatest Christian witnessing the world has ever known have come 
from men and women who never donned clerical robes; after all, 
St. Peter was a fisherman, St. Paul a tentmaker. Undoubtedly the 
church would make a stronger impact on the world today if more lay 
people were performing their daily tasks as testimony to the redeem- 
ing and enrichening presence of God in life. Living justly, trium- 
phantly and fruitfully is the very substance of Christian truth; if we 
can do this before the eyes of the world, there is no greater preaching. 





X-Ray and Forecast 


for all its faults endures gloriously 
we kill it ourselves. 


(continued) 





and will continue to endure unless 


HE LATEST TREND of rampant politico-military extremism in 

this country is the attack upon the American Quakers because of their 
persistent efforts to open paths of negotiation for peaceful settlement with 
Russia. The Quakers are being labelled as “naive” and “childish” people 
who never seem to learn “the facts of life’ — because they advocate a 
non-military approach to the Communist problems. 

AS ANY MODERN HISTORIAN WILL TESTIFY, the facts of 
life are that modern war can bring no victory, no settlement to anyone. 
All estimates of World War III reveal the certainty of suci:i chaos and 
destruction that communism will not be curbed or defeated but will be 
vastly extended through the very disorder and disintegration such a holo- 
caust would bring. The present growth of communism has come almost 
entirely as an aftermath of two great world wars; another world war would 
about finish the job. The Quakers are the realists. 


THE QUAKERS ARE NOT NAIVE ABOUT RUSSIA. They 
have had continuous, intimate dealings with the Russians in many fields 
related to human service which is the most vital area, closest to men’s 
minds and hearts. With determined persistence they have carried on ex- 
tensive studies and negotiations with Russian representatives in this 
country, in and out of the UN, and with missions to Moscow, to explore 
and illumine the avenues of possible agreement that do exist. The 
Quakers look upon the Russians in terms of Russian history, consider the 
great revolutionary and psychological factors involved, which inevitably 
govern the actions and reactions of men but which the drum beaters and 
political fanatics neither see nor understand. Peace cannot come until 
we create the conditions for peace, say the Quakers, — just as war be- 
comes inevitable when we have created the conditions that demand war. 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Iron Curtain Notes 
(continued) 


legal operations have been discov- 
ered on a large scale. Reports in- 
dicate that executives in charge of 
the state factories have frequently 
been found guilty of embezzlement, 
have padded their payrolls with 
nonexistent or illegally employed 
personnel, or have employed rela- 
tives for nonexistent jobs. Often 
these “illegal enterprises” apparent- 
ly are attempts by the state indus- 
trial managers to engage in bootleg 
“private enterprise” in production 
of articles and goods to be sold in 
the black market. The Council Min- 
isters of the Soviet Union recently 
publicly ordered all administrators 
of the Soviet economy to institute 
investigations to rout out those 
guilty of such misdemeanors and to 
punish them severely. The Soviet 
banking system which in the past 
has had responsibility for oversee- 
ing the state industrial system is it- 
self charged with neglect and mis- 
conduct among its high officials. 
Articles appearing in Soviet publi- 
cations indicate the situation to be 
similar to that which caused the 
American tax scandals. An AP dis- 
patch from Moscow on August 3rd 
reported that three executives of a 
Soviet shoe factory were sentenced 
to five years in prison for falsifying 
production figures and permitting 
shoddy goods to go on the market. 
Other reports indicate that stern 
measures are being taken in many 
other localities. 


LOW STANDARDS OF LIV- 
ING in Russia and the privation 
and hunger behind the iron cur- 
tain are headlined in this country. 
However, American newsmen in 
the Soviet have recently noted that 
a considerable increase in the stand- 
ard of living has come through the 
tendency in the Soviet in recent 
months to permit much greater 
freedom for the average citizen to 
maintain his own private system of 
food production as a sideline. With 
the growth of the urban population 
in the USSR and persistently bad 
housing conditions, most city work- 
ers have been able to secure a plot 
of ground within walking distance 
of the end of the streetcar line, 
where they could raise vegetables, 
small parcels of grain and keep a 
few chickens. “Summer houses,” 
“daschas,” or tiny shacks are built, 
and the “rest days” of each week 
are spent with the family on these 
plots. Cooperative systems are 
worked out whereby one neighbor 
looks after the property and chick- 
ens of several of his friends on his 
days off, so that the produce may 
be protected from thievery. This 
has added a great deal to the food 
available for the average family. 
The collective farmers have also 
been permitted to continue and ex- 
tend their private gardening enter- 


prises, which usually include, be- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Iron Curtain Notes 
(continued) 

sides vegetables, chickens, a pig or 
two and a cow. The collective farm- 
ers and thousands of city workers 
keep milch goats, for goats, easy to 
care for, can be staked out during 
the summer in the nearby parks or 
plots of ground surrounding the 
collective apartment buildings and 
in the winter can be supported on 
relatively small amounts of hay and 
foder, which can be gathered by 
the family. In addition, there is a 
new kid each year which is fattened 
during the summer and then in the 
autumn is slaughtered to replenish 
the family meat supply. Students of 
the Soviet system point out that for 
years the Communists tried to com- 
bat this tendency by collective 
farmers and other citizens to carry 
on these “private enterprise” side- 
lines. It is obvious now that the 
Communists have had to give up 
the struggle and permit the citizens 
to augment their personal supplies 
of food and gain greater security in 
this “capitalistic? manner. It is 
more by these unnoticed, unreport- 
ed and unheralded trends that com- 
munism is being slowly weakened 
and changed. 





German Youth 
When Hitler’s regime ended, 
millions of teen-agers in Germany 
saw everything collapse that gave 
life stability and meaning. Youth 
came out of the war suspicious of 
all ideologies, preoccupied with the 
struggle for food and warmth. 
All moral codes were cast aside in 
this struggle for survival. “Thou 
shalt not steal” did not mean much 
when a boy or girl was hungry and 
food could be stolen from a near- 
by warehouse. Cynicisni, vice and 
disregard of the tenets of civiliza- 
tion became parts of the pattern. 
But by 1946 the Communist 
forces of East Germany and the 
Democratic Occupational authori- 
ties in West Germany began the 
contest for the allegiance of Ger- 
man youth. In East Germany, the 
Reds established one all-encom- 
passing youth front, the Free Ger- 
man Youth movement. According 
to a Worldover Press account from 
Berlin, the FGY attempts to direct 
the educational, recreational and 
economic life of all youth in East- 
ern Germany, but with its center 
and control in the East German 
Communist Party. The Reds see to 
it that no young people are unem- 
ployed; all young workers who 
conform have free vacation trips to 
the recreation camps on the Baltic; 
all students get a monthly allow- 
ance of 180 marks in addition to 
tuition and scholarships. 
Unfortunately, in the West very 
little active interest has been shown 
in implanting democracy in the 
youth, so there has been no official 
over-all organization or system set 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


For years sheep and cattle men quarreled throughout the American West, 
neither would accept the other’s right to exist, both were “aggressors”; 
there were murders, bloody battles. Finally the old hate-dominated gen- 
eration wore itself out, a new generation came and saw the grounds for 
peace. 

THE U. S. “DEFENSE” STRATEGY has been pushed so close 
to the Russian frontier in many areas that it is not only the Communists 
who accuse us of being “aggressors.” Many of our friends and allies, 
Britain, Norway, Sweden, Italy, India, in their national press, often ac- 
cuse the U. S. of creating a condition which makes peace impossible by 
building air bombing bases close to vital points of the Russian frontier. 
The strategy taught at West Point emphasizes that no belligerent power 
should be permitted to occupy areas or points of strength near our nation- 
al frontiers. Hence, by our own military science, Russia is justified in 
calling us aggressors! Our action in building such bases in Turkey, the 
Near East, Norway, Greece and at other points in the Mediterranean 
must be judged by what our reaction would be if Russia were building 
bombing attack bases in Cuba, Nova Scotia and Bermuda. The Quakers 
and thousands of other Christian laymen feel that such military extrem- 
ism is producing a condition that makes peace impossible. 


(continued) 


The Quakers are fully aware of the unusual nature of communism 
and its world revolutionary dynamic, but in their long experience in min- 
istry to human need, they have also observed that violent revolutions do 
not come where people have been treated justly and have learned to share 
with one another. They have likewise observed that tyrants may be de- 
stroyed by driving a wedge between the tyrant and the people — instead 
of making war upon the people who are the first victims of the tyrants. 


THESE VIEWS OF THE PEACE MAKERS, strange as it seems, 
have the backing of some leading military strategists. British Chief of 
Staff, Field Marshall Sir William Slim, recently urged that the Western 
allies review their current policy of seeking to stamp out communism 
throughout the world with guns and instead turn their efforts to splitting 
the Communist world from Moscow control. Speaking to a gathering of 
the 200 allied staff officers at supreme headquarters, Field Marshall Slim 
stated that communism in various countries and under varying conditions 
was not necessarily an international menace if cut asunder from Kremlin 
domination because it would then be tempered by time and circumstance. 
The general urged that we develop an “on guard” spirit rather than fever- 
ishly punitive maneuvers. Although speaking before a closed session, his 
discussion was reported in the N. Y. Times, August 22. Also, Admiral 
Kirk, top American Navy official and former ambassador to the Soviet 
Union, has on several occasions pled for sympathetic understanding of 
the Russian people, for the sake of their ultimate freedom and of per- 
petuating our own. “The deeper currents of great changes have long 
existed under the surface in Communist tyrannies,” stated the admiral. 
“The extreme measures taken to isolate Soviet troops from the Western 
world and their efforts to disrupt our broadcasts betray how great are the 
anxieties of the Russian rulers. Our best potential allies are the Russian 
people themselves.” 


STEPS TO PEACE: Over two years ago the Quakers made a 
compilation of their studies concerning the approach to Russia, called 
“Steps to Peace.” They followed this by another study on the art of medi- 
ation and negotiation. The Quakers approached these questions from the 
standpoint that all international conflicts, racial and ideological differences 
and labor disputes can be settled best by observing certain formulas, like 
any other problem handled scientifically. For instance, they make the 
discovery that a single well-trained mediator usually accomplishes much 
more than large commissions with all their paraphrenalia. Dr. Ralph 
Bunche won the Nobel prize for his work in bringing peace to Palestine. 
He did so by his patient personal pressure upon the contending parties, 
and his individual persuasiveness in submitting a system of proposals until 
the thing upon which they could be united had been found. The shooting 
wars in Indonesia and Kashmir were also stopped by mediators working 
along carefully formulated lines. The study of “The Meeting of Minds,” 
dealing with the art of negotiation, and the booklet, “Steps to Peace”, can 
be secured from the American Friends Service Committee, 20 S. 12th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., or from Quaker House, 450 East 52nd St., N. Y. C. 


The Quakers have also prepared a film called “A Time for Great- 
ness” which illustrates their approach to Russia and the problem of mod- 
ern war and which has been warmly received everywhere it has been 
shown. The commentary is illustrated by graphic shots from news reels 
and other motion picture sources. The length of the 16mm film is 27 
minutes and may be rented from the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee. It provides an excellent peace program for either youth or adult 
groups. 


German Youth 
(continued) 

up to direct the youth activities, 
keep them employed or actively en- 
gaged in beneficial programs. All 
the resources of the American 
occupation go to rearmament. A 
large percentage of the youth of 
West Germany are unemployed, 
are left to loiter in the streets and 
taverns. The only programs of con- 
sequence for youth in West Ger- 
many are those of churches and oth- 
er groups which have managed to 
organize approximately one-third of 
the young people in some form of 
group activity. The situation in the 
West, however, has been greatly 
aided by the mounting resentment 
of East Germans against the Com- 
munist tactics. Streams of refugees 
from East Germany strongly im- 
press upon the West German youth 
the hopelessness of life under the 
Reds. West German youth hear 
from the young refugees that only 
about half of the East German 
youth actually cooperate with the 
Communist youth programs, that 
only about a fifth of the youngsters 
have become Communists, and that 
at least 15 per cent of them are ac- 
tually active in secret resistance 
movements against the Communist 
regime and maintain connections 
with the West. On the other hand, 
virtually all the youth find it diffi- 
cult to combat a feeling of frus- 
tration and futility, as they realize 
that the struggle between the Occu- 
pational forces of East and West 
may end in the renewed destruc- 
tion of the fatherland. 





Cheating The Motorist 


The American public has long 
been exploited and deceived by the 
large oil corporations in the sale 
and use of motor oil. Advertising 
pressure has soft-pedaled the fact 
that scientifically re-refined oil is as 
serviceable for motor lubrication as 
the usual motor oil sold at regular 
and premium prices. Scientists 
have been so successful in estab- 
lishing processes for the re-refine- 
ment of used oil that for years now 
57 leading railroads, Greyhound 
buses, U. S. Army Air Force (ever 
since World War I), motor truck 
fleets, taxicab corporations and 
many other groups have been using 
the re-refined oil for motor Jubri- 
cation. The June issue of “True” 
described the practice of forcing 
the public to buy only fresh oil, 
although for most cars re-refined 
oil is as good or better than the new 
product. (Even the double and tri- 
ple re-refined oil is considerably 
cheaper than the first-run oil.) Thus 
far, a concerted effort has been 
made to keep this type of oil off 
the retail market, but your garage 
man can get it if he wants it. We 
believe that the rights and privileges 
of free enterprise should belong to 
the flivver as well as the fleet. 





